
Reigniting a 
Passion for Literacy

June 15 - 16, 2021
Virtual Conference

www.firsteducation-us.com/

Conference Brochure



Welcome to the 2021 Reigniting a 
Passion for Literacy Conference!

On behalf of the Learner FIRST Literacy and Coaching Center, I 
am so grateful that you have chosen to join us for the 2021 
Reigniting a Passion for Literacy Conference! 

In designing this conference, at the front of our minds was 
celebrating YOU, our educators, and all that you have done to 
support students during this unique, and hopefully 
once-in-a-lifetime, 18 month stretch. Thank you for all the 
ways that you have gone above and beyond for your 
students while supporting them as learners and as people.

I hope you will enjoy the energizing agenda and inspiring 
professionals we have brought together for this conference. 
Their motivational messages and ideas for an even better 
future are sure to get you excited about the possibilities in the 
year ahead. 

Enjoy the conference and let me know 
if I can ever be of assistance as you 
work to meet your goals and provide 
the very best for students!

With Admiration, 

Danica Lewis
Director of the Learner FIRST Literacy 
and Coaching Center
danica@firsteducation-us.com



Let’s Connect!
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@first_literacy

#learnerFIRST
#FIRSTliteracy



Conference Agenda
June 15 June 16

9:30 - 10:30 CST

Keynote with Mary Howard
“Re-Envisioning Interventions as Passionate 

Literacy Endeavors Across Each Learning 
Day”

9:30 - 10:30 CST

Keynote with Pernille Ripp
“Passionate Learners – How to Engage and 

Empower Your Students”

10:45 - 12:00 CST
Breakout Sessions

● Katie McKnight - “Words, Words, 
Words, Grammar and Vocabulary 
that Engages Learners!”

● La Tasha Fields - “Leveraging 
Culturally Responsive Practices to 
Achieve Literacy Excellence”

● Lesley Roessing - “Talking Texts: 
Employing Text Clubs in ELA and 
Across the Curriculum”

● Linda Kuhaupt - “Rule 6: Ask Yourself if 
it Sparks Joy”

10:45 - 12:00 CST
Breakout Sessions

● Pernille Ripp - “Centering Reading Joy 
as a Way to Reclaim Reading”

● Cale Birk - “Creating an Observable 
Vision of a Literate Learner”

● Julie Wright - “Pencil It In:  Launching 
and Sustaining Flexible, Small Group 
Reading Opportunities to Meet 
Students Wants and Needs”

● Amy Lubben - “Filling Your Literacy 
Coaching Toolbox”

12:00 - 1:00 CST

Lunch Break

12:00 - 1:00 CST

Lunch Break

1:00 - 2:15 CST
Breakout Sessions

● Katie McKnight - “Literacy & Learning 
Centers (grades 4-12)”

● La Tasha Fields - “Lit Joy: Engaging 
Readers Through Culturally & 
Linguistically Responsive Practices”

● Lesley Roessing - “Verse Novels to 
Engage Readers and Elevate 
Language”

● Jennifer Deering - “Reenergizing Your 
Literacy Classroom: Tried and True 
Methods That Will Breathe Life Back 
Into Your Literacy Block”

● Danica Lewis - “Lead by Example - 
When Passion and Action Meet”

1:00 - 2:15 CST
Breakout Sessions

● Jenni Donohoo - “Strengthening 
Literacy Instruction by Tapping into 
the Sources of Teacher Efficacy”

● Julie Wright - “Shared Reading 
Reboot: Using Short Texts to Go the 
Extra Mile”

● Amy Lubben - “Engaging Students 
through Book Clubs”

● Shavana Talbert - “Critically 
Conscious Educators Leverage 
Culturally Responsive Texts”

● Elizabeth Mintie - “Disciplinary 
Literacy:  Moving Beyond a List of 
Strategies”



Keynote Sessions
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June 15 - Keynote with Mary Howard

Re-Envisioning Interventions as Passionate Literacy Endeavors 
Across Each Learning Day 

Sadly, it is often children who need passion-fueled literacy most who 
are subjected to joyless one-size-fits-all interventions in a "fix-it" room 
while ignoring possibilities that abound in the remaining six hours. Mary 
will share specific ways to expand our lens of intervention possibility so 
that we can widen our collective reach with joy in mind regardless of 
the setting.

June 16 - Keynote with Pernille Ripp

Passionate Learners – How to Engage and Empower Your Students 

Would you want to be a student in your own learning environment? In this 
keynote, based on the book Passionate Learners: How to Engage and 
Empower Your Students, 7th-grade teacher Pernille Ripp will help both 
novice and seasoned educators create a positive, interactive learning 
environment where students drive their own academic achievement by 
honoring the individual child. Attendees will hear practical strategies for 
how to build a meaningful relationship with your learners based on mutual 
trust, respect, and honesty, share ownership of the classroom and school 
with them, and break out of the vicious cycle of punishment and reward to 
control student behavior.  Based on common-sense strategies, personal 
storytelling and the research behind student engagement, this is a keynote 
meant to move you to action.  Whether you are just beginning or well on 
your way in your teaching career, this session is meant to inspire you, help 
you take some risks, and eagerly pursue your journey toward a school filled 
with passionate learners.
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Tuesday, June 15

9:30 - 10:30 Keynote

Mary Howard Presents: Re-Envisioning Interventions as Passionate 
Literacy Endeavors Across Each Learning Day 

10:45 - 12:00 Breakout Sessions

Katie McKnight: Words, Words, Words, Grammar and Vocabulary that Engages 
Learners! 

Developing academic vocabulary and grammar knowledge builds reading 
comprehension and more effective writing. Learn how to create and use 
engaging vocabulary and grammar mini lessons to develop reading and writing 
skills.  In this session, join Dr. McKnight as she shares mini lessons that use 
manipulatives and critical thinking to strengthen students’ grammar and 
vocabulary muscles from her book, Hands on Grammar (2nd ed).

Lesley Roessing: Talking Texts: Employing Text Clubs in ELA and Across the 
Curriculum

Book Clubs offer countless advantages: They are social and supportive; they lead 
to deeper discussions and collaboration; with peer pressure and a desire to 
participate in meetings and group activities, book clubs promote increased 
reading and the motivation to read. Book clubs meet listening and speaking 
standards. Book clubs offer differentiation—classes can read at multiple reading 
levels as students read at individual reading and interest levels, and classes can 
read multiple formats at the same time: prose, verse novels, graphic novels, or 
multiple topics/titles within a genre or format. Most importantly, students make 
meaning together and generate discussion from diverse perspectives, employing 
collaboration skills necessary for the 21 st century workplace.

This presentation by the author of Talking Texts: A Teachers’ Guide to Book Clubs 
across the Curriculum will present strategies for setting up, organizing, integrating 
Readers Workshop, facilitating literary focus lessons and social skills lessons for 
successful meetings and discussions, and ways to assess book club reading. 
After-reading presentations in which book clubs share their text or their 
understanding of the textbook chapter/unit will be discussed. Other types of Text 
Clubs, such as poetry, short story, folktale, article, and textbook clubs will be 
explained as well as book clubs in the content areas.
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Tuesday, June 15

10:45 - 12:00 Breakout Sessions (Continued)

La Tasha Fields: Leveraging Culturally Responsive Practices to Achieve Literacy 
Excellence

Culturally Responsive Practices can serve as a bridge between home and school 
for culturally and linguistically diverse students and their homes. Therefore, 
building on the strengths of students is critical in literacy instruction. This session 
will address culturally relevant pedagogical practices in literacy and examine 
visible and invisible barriers to being a culturally relevant practitioner.

Linda Kuhaupt: Rule 6: Ask yourself if it sparks joy

In this breakout session, have fun learning how the 6 steps of the KonMari method 
of tidying (you may want to check out the binge worthy Netflix show Tidying Up 
with Marie Kondo) connect to key principles of literacy instruction. These principles 
are designed to help organize effective literacy instruction and bring joy to 
classroom life.

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch

1:00 - 2:15 Breakout Sessions

Katie McKnight: Literacy & Learning Centers (grades 4-12)

"Becoming adept at utilizing Literacy & Learning Centers in your classroom will 
return the joy, raise test scores, and most importantly, increase student 
engagement. Dr. McKnight has created a road map for Literacy & Learning 
Centers that is simple to follow but rich in results!" Julie Mitchell, Reading Specialist.

Do you want your students to be engaged while developing literacy skills and 
content knowledge?   The presenter, Dr. Katie McKnight works with teachers all 
over the United States to develop collaborative learning centers designed 
specifically for grade 4-12 learners.  In this session, Katie will teach the basics 
about the Literacy & Learning Centers and provide free resources so you can get 
started in your classroom.  This session is based on Dr. McKnight’s, Literacy & 
Learning Centers™ for the Big Kids: Building Literacy Skills and Content Knowledge 
for Grades 4-12 (2nd ed) and Literacy & Learning Centers™: Content Area and 
Disciplinary Literacy Tools for Grades 4-12, Volume 1.
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Tuesday, June 15

1:00 - 2:15 Breakout Sessions (Continued)

Jennifer Deering: Reenergizing Your Literacy Classroom: Tried and true methods 
that will breathe life back into your literacy block

As students move from learning how to read to reading to learn, teachers can be 
challenged with keeping energy, excitement, and enthusiasm alive in their literacy 
classrooms. At times we are so entrenched with following a curriculum resource 
that we forget about some of the tried and true methods that can keep reading 
engagement alive. Come join this session to explore how to bring the literacy 
magic back to your classroom!

Lesley Roessing: Verse Novels to Engage Readers and Elevate Language

Verse novels are appealing to reluctant or emergent readers, primarily because 
the text on each page is less dense. ELL students may find verse novels easier to 
read for the same reasons—less dense text and shorter lines. Verse novels are also 
appealing to proficient readers who will find verse novels more lyrical and 
appreciate the artistry. Verse novels are written in a variety of genres and a vast 
array of topics by diverse authors, featuring diverse time periods and characters. 
During this session, Lesley will introduce verse novels in a variety of genres, 
especially memoir, historical fiction, and other types of fiction; multi-formatted 
novels that employ a fusion of prose, different types of verse, and graphics; and
lessons for teaching poetic elements and devices through verse novels and using 
verse novels as mentor texts for writing lessons.

La Tasha Fields: Lit Joy: Engaging Readers Through Culturally & Linguistically 
Responsive Practices

Culturally and linguistically responsive literacy practices can support educators in 
bringing joy to literacy. In this session, participants will explore the metaphor that 
Dr. Rudine Sims Bishop uses to describe books as windows, mirrors, and sliding 
glass doors, in addition to other literacy engagement practices.

Danica Lewis: Lead by Example - When Passion and Action Meet

A true leader inspires others to act by the example that they set each day. 
Whether we serve in a formal leadership role, or an informal one, we have the 
opportunity to impact others with our passion. When we act from our strengths, 
and when we show others the passion that we have for learning, we create a 
better system. During this session, we will explore the moves that leaders at all 
levels can make to inspire joy and passion in those around them.
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Wednesday, June 16

9:30 - 10:30 Keynote

Pernille Ripp Presents: Passionate Learners – How to Engage and 
Empower Your Students 

10:45 - 12:00 Breakout Sessions

Pernille Ripp: Centering Reading Joy as a Way to Reclaim Reading 

In a world that has experienced significant change, how do we recenter our work 
within the realms of joyful reading experiences?  How do we help the children in 
our care, and sometimes even the adults, realize and recognize the value of 
creating space for independent reading and embarking on a journey to discover, 
bolster, and explore our unique reading identities.  In this session veteran 
educator, Pernille Ripp, offers practical strategies, research founded practices and 
invites us to collaborate toward a future that embraces the uniqueness of each 
child’s reading journey, based on the components we already know – access, 
choice, skillful instruction, inclusive media collections – while reshaping our 
commitment to each child we teach.

Julie Wright: Pencil It In:  Launching and Sustaining Flexible, Small Group 
Reading Opportunities to Meet Students Wants and Needs

Looking to increase small group learning experiences, but not sure where to start?  
Join me to learn practical tools for launching and sustaining small groups that 
can be put into action immediately and with ease.  Small group work is tough and 
demanding work, and is often a day-to-day juggling act.  And, yet, it’s so worth it!  
That’s because when you see a kiddo's face light up because she makes a 
connection or figures something out that was tricky or when a group of kids share 
hot reads or book recommendations for their book stacks it fills the learning 
community with JOY!  Participants will learn about different ways to host and 
co-host small groups and a bunch of easy-to-use, small group ideas that can be 
adopted or adapted to meet the wants and needs of students. 

Amy Lubben: Filling Your Literacy Coaching Toolbox

Are you new to the Literacy Coaching role? Are you looking for strategies to build 
relationships and begin coaching cycles?  Are you looking to renew your coaching 
role?  Join me for a session filled with strategies to fill your coaching toolbox, from 
relationship building to coaching cycles that are driven by teacher and student 
goals.
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Wednesday, June 16

10:45 - 12:00 Breakout Sessions (Continued)

Cale Birk: Creating an Observable Vision of a Literate Learner 

“We create literate learners who can read, comprehend, think critically and 
communicate within and beyond our classrooms to thrive in the 21st century.” 

Sounds great doesn’t it? But what is ‘a literate learner’? Isn’t ‘literacy’ the stuff we 
do during our ELA time or English class? While most would agree that there has 
never been a greater need for us to develop literate learners to navigate their way 
through our information-saturated world, agreeing on what a ‘literate learner’ 
actually looks like is not nearly as simple. How might a scientist describe literacy? 
An employer from industry? A post-secondary educator? A parent? What are the 
different perspectives of a literate learner in our society?

Join Cale Birk, author of “PLC 2.0 - Collaborating for Observable Impact” and “The 
PLC 2.0 Toolkit” for this fun, hands-on and practical workshop where you will be 
taken through a process to co-create an observable vision of a literate learner 
from multiple perspectives that we can actually SEE in our classrooms so we can 
move from ‘words’ and ‘actions’ to ‘OBSERVABLE IMPACT’ in literacy for our students.

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch

1:00 - 2:15 Breakout Sessions

Julie Wright: Shared Reading Reboot: Using Short Texts to Go the Extra Mile

Short texts are everywhere, and so are the readers who love them.  In this 
workshop, learn how to select, plan with, and use short texts to increase reading 
volume and inspire opportunities for writing across content areas.  From novel 
excerpts to the writing on the back of a cereal box, short texts have so much to 
teach our students about the form and function of reading and writing in the 
world. In this workshop we’ll use short texts during shared reading to bolster 
students’ skills, strategies, and literacy habits.  Together, we’ll plan learning 
opportunities that harness the power of “short” to help readers and writers go the 
long distance. 
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Wednesday, June 16

1:00 - 2:15 Breakout Sessions (Continued)

Jenni Donohoo: Strengthening Literacy Instruction by Tapping into the Sources 
of Teacher Efficacy
 
Studies demonstrate that when teachers have a firmly established sense of 
individual and collective efficacy they are more likely to implement 
evidence-based literacy strategies as part of their daily practice. During this 
session, participants will examine the relationship between the implementation of 
literacy strategies and efficacy beliefs and determine ways to strengthen teacher 
efficacy for literacy instruction.

Shavana Talbert: Critically Conscious Educators Leverage Culturally Responsive 
Texts

Educators bring their own identity and experiences to the classroom each day. 
Cultivating deep self-awareness and self-reflection of our identities and ways of 
being is key to building culturally responsive and race conscious classrooms. 
During this session, we will unpack what it means to be critically conscious 
educators, analyze our social positioning and that of the students and families we 
serve, and identify key considerations when selecting texts and classroom 
resources that accurately and holistically represent and humanize all students, 
especially those who have been historically marginalized in our schools.

Amy Lubben: Engaging Students Through Book Clubs

Book clubs are authentic ways to engage students in reading and dialogue.  
During this presentation we will explore a variety of strategies to create a culture 
of reading that includes voice and choice.  This session will focus on ways to 
organize, launch, and facilitate discussions for successful book clubs.
.

Elizabeth Mintie: Disciplinary Literacy - Moving Beyond a List of Strategies

Annotation.  Repeated reading.  KWL.  Cornell notes.  For years literacy advocates 
have helped teachers across disciplines develop repertoires of literacy strategies 
that apply to any content area.  Although these strategies help teachers develop 
activities that engage students in reading, writing, speaking, and critical thinking, 
strategies alone do not teach literacy skills.  Teachers in all content areas must be 
confident in modeling and teaching the literacy of their discipline, yet most have 
not had formal training in literacy instruction.  This session will introduce a process 
to help teachers in any content area use metacognition and close study of 
standards to develop their understanding of the literacy skills essential to their 
discipline.  Whether you are a classroom teacher enhancing your own practice or 
a literacy leader looking to effect change, this session will provide concrete steps 
to do so.



Conference Presenters
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Mary Howard

Dr. Mary Howard is often described as a “teachers’ teacher,” with 
special insight into classroom realities. An educator for almost five 
decades, she combines experiences as a special education, Title 1 and 
Reading Recovery teacher, reading specialist/coach and offers 
in-school support as a reading consultant. Mary is the author of RTI 
from All Sides: What Every Teacher Needs to Know (Heinemann, 2009) 
and Good to Great Teaching: Focusing on the Literacy Work that 
Matters (Heinemann, 2012).

Pernille Ripp

Pernille Ripp is an expert in literacy and technology integration and 
dedicates her research and practice to developing engaged and 
empowered students and communities. She is a teacher, speaker, author, 
blogger, and passionate advocate for education. She is a Skype Master 
Teacher; recipient of the 2015 WEMTA Making IT Happen Award; and the 
2015 ISTE Award for Innovation in Global Collaboration.

In 2010, Pernille founded The Global Read Aloud, a global literacy initiative 
that began with a simple goal in mind: one book to connect the world. 
From its humble beginnings, the GRA has grown to connect millions of 
students in around the world.

She is the author of Passionate Readers -The Art of Reaching and 
Engaging Every Child and  Passionate Learners – How to Engage and 
Empower Your Students, now in its second edition, and Empowered 
Schools, Empowered Students, both focusing on creating learning spaces 
and communities where students thrive and all stakeholders are 
empowered and passionate about learning. She has also authored 
Reimagining Literacy Through Global Collaboration published in 2016 by 
Solution Tree.  Her work has also been featured in many print and online 
journals including Edutopia, The New York Times, School Library Journal, 
The Guardian, and MiddleWeb.
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Cale Birk

Cale Birk is the co-author of “Changing Change Using Learner- Centered Design” and 
District Head of Innovation in British Columbia, one of the highest achieving 
educational jurisdictions in the world. As a former teacher and high school Principal, 
Cale uses cross-industry innovation and his model of learner-centered design (LCD) 
to work with leaders in schools and districts in Canada, the United States, Australia and 
Asia to compel and inspire classroom, school and district leaders in the K-12 education 
system to re-imagine the experience of school and ‘change the experience of change’. 
Guided by the principles of design, user-experience, project-based learning, 
Instructional Rounds and Agile Schools, Cale constantly pushes leaders to ask 
themselves “Would I want to learn this in this way?” so we can change the experience 
of change for students, educators, and parents in the K-12 system.

Jenni Donohoo

Jenni Donohoo, PhD, Executive Director of the Jenni Donohoo Center for Collective 
Efficacy, is a four-time, best-selling author and professional learning facilitator with 
more than 20 years experience in leading school change. Jenni’s four books include: 
Collaborative Inquiry for Educators: A Facilitator’s Guide to School Improvement, The 
Transformative Power of Collaborative Inquiry: Realizing Change in Schools and 
Classrooms (co-authored by Moses Velasco), Collective Efficacy: How Educators’ 
Beliefs Impact Student Learning, and Quality Implementation: Leveraging Collective 
Efficacy to Make ‘What Works’ Actually Work (co-authored by Steven Katz).

Jenni completed her doctorate in 2010. Her dissertation focused on fostering 
metacognition in adolescent students. In addition to her writing and consulting work, 
Jenni is on contract with the Council of Ontario Directors of Education. In this role she 
works alongside system and school leaders in order to improve the quality 
professional learning and collaboration in schools and districts. Jenni has also 
designed and taught Experienced Principals’ Courses for the Ontario Principals’ Council 
and Additional Qualification courses for the University of Windsor. Jenni is the past 
president of Learning Forward Ontario.

Jennifer Deering

Jennifer Deering has been in education since 2005. She currently serves as an 
instructional coach for the Grafton School District. Previously she taught 5th and 6th 
grade in addition to being a special education teacher. Jennifer has a true love for 
teaching literacy and making sure student voice and choice are at the center of the 
classroom.
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La Tasha Fields

La Tasha is currently a Technical Assistance Coordinator for the Wisconsin RtI Center.  
Prior to this role, she served as an educator for 21 years in Milwaukee Public Schools 
(MPS).  Her most recent role in MPS was as a Culturally Responsive Practices Teacher 
Mentor. La Tasha additionally served as a classroom teacher and literacy/instructional 
coach. La Tasha is also a Literacy Specialist for the Nehemiah Project and works as a 
literacy adjunct instructor for Concordia University of Wisconsin.  La Tasha is the Past 
President of the Milwaukee Area Reading Council and in 2016 she was elected to serve 
as the Vice President of the Wisconsin State Reading Association (WSRA) and currently 
serves as the first Black President of WSRA. La Tasha is a member of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. and lives in Milwaukee with her husband, Jason Fields.

Linda Kuhaupt

Linda is currently the Director of English Language Arts and Social Studies (Early 
Childhood-grade 6) in the Appleton Area School District.  She has led many 
professional learning opportunities focusing on high expectations and building on 
student and teacher strengths. Linda has a contagious passion for literacy instruction. 
Prior to her position in Appleton, Linda was the Reading Recovery Teacher Leader for 
the Wisconsin Valley Area Consortium.

Danica Lewis

Danica Lewis has 20 years of experience in schools, serving as an elementary teacher 
and later as a school and district administrator, including school building leadership, 
early childhood leadership, special education leadership, and curriculum & 
assessment leadership in urban and suburban schools. Danica led the 
implementation of standards-aligned instruction, assessment, and grading as both a 
district-level and building-level administrator. Danica facilitates powerful professional 
learning around literacy, standards-aligned instruction and assessment, rigorous 
teaching, data analysis, and professional learning community leadership. In 2017, the 
Wisconsin Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development recognized Danica 
as the “Instructional Leader of the Year” for the State of Wisconsin

Amy Lubben

Amy Lubben has worked in education for 20 years.  She taught Special Education (K-5), 
was a 5th grade classroom teacher, and a 4th/5th grade multi-age classroom.  Amy is 
a Math Recovery Specialist.  Amy has instructional coaching experience supporting 
teachers K-12 to implement best practices in literacy education and disciplinary 
literacy, along with analyzing data for student growth and success.  Amy enjoys 
collaborating with teachers to cultivate teacher leadership and create positive 
learning experiences for all students.
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Katie McKnight

Dr. Katherine McKnight is a dynamic presenter, dedicated teacher, and award-winning 
author. Dr. McKnight began her career in education over 30 years ago as a middle 
school and high school English and social studies teacher in the Chicago Public 
Schools.  In addition to speaking at professional development conferences, she is a 
regular consultant in schools and classrooms in the United States and Internationally.
Dr. McKnight’s 15-year distinguished university career culminated in her assignment to 
Distinguished Professor of Research at National Louis University.   She is the founder of 
Engaging Learners, an educational company built around her successful Literacy and 
Learning Center model. Her work in educational leadership, literacy and student skill 
development has resulted in unprecedented academic achievement in many 
struggling schools.

Dr. McKnight has received several awards for her publications and teaching at the 
university level. She has authored 20 books that support educational strategies to 
engage all learners. Her titles include the best-selling The Teacher’s Big Book of 
Graphic Organizers, winner of the 2013 Teachers’ Choice Award and Literacy & Learning 
Centers for the Big Kids, grades 4-12.  Most recently, she founded Morning Meeting 
webinars during the COVID 19 pandemic as a weekly forum to bring together 
educators to engage in professional learning.

Elizabeth Mintie

Elizabeth Mintie currently supports 6-12 teachers in all content areas as the College & 
Career Instructional Specialist for Grafton School District.  Prior to this position, Elizabeth 
was an Instructional Coach and high school English teacher in Fond du Lac and an 
at-risk teacher in suburban St. Louis.  She is passionate about literacy at the secondary 
level and draws from her experience in both traditional and alternative high school 
settings to help teachers engage and challenge all students, from the most reluctant 
to the most avid readers and writers.

Lesley Roessing

A middle and high school teacher for twenty years, Lesley Roessing was the Founding 
Director of the Coastal Savannah Writing Project at Georgia Southern University 
(formerly Armstrong State University) where she was also a Senior Lecturer in the 
College of Education. In 2018-19 she served as a Literacy Consultant with a K-8 school. 
Lesley served as past editor of Connections, the award-winning journal of the Georgia 
Council of Teachers of English. As a columnist for AMLE Magazine, she shared before, 
during, and after-reading response strategies across the curriculum through ten 
“Writing to Learn” columns. She has written articles on literacy for NWP Quarterly, 
English Journal, Voices from the Middle, The ALAN Review, AMLE Magazine, and Middle 
School Journal. She now works independently—writing, providing professional 
development in literacy to schools, and visiting classrooms to facilitate book club 
reading activities and lessons. Lesley is the author of five books for educators 
including: Bridging the Gap: Reading Critically & Writing Meaningfully to Get to the 
Core, No More “Us” & “Them: Classroom Lessons and Activities to Promote Peer Respect, 
and Talking Texts: A Teachers’ Guide to Book Clubs across the Curriculum
and has contributed chapters to several others
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Shavana Talbert

Shavana Talbert is an educational consultant, equity strategist, and Statewide 
Culturally Responsive Practices Technical Assistance Coordinator at the Wisconsin RtI 
Center. Prior to joining the Wisconsin RtI Center, Ms. Talbert worked for schools and 
districts, large and small, in both Wisconsin and Minnesota. In addition, Ms. Talbert has 
consulted with non-profits, academic institutions, and corporations to promote 
transformational change through the co-creation of spaces grounded in equity, social 
justice, dignity, and healing. Ms. Talbert is a graduate of Stanford University and serves 
as a lead trainer and Intercultural Development Inventory ™ Qualified Administrator 
(idiinventory.com/) with Common Talks Consulting and as a consultant and presenter 
for FIRST Education Resources.

Julie Wright

Julie Wright is a teacher, instructional coach, and educational consultant with more 
than 25 years of experience in rural, suburban, and urban education settings. She 
co-authored What Are You Grouping For?  How to Guide Small Groups Based on 
Readers—Not the Book (Corwin, 2018).  Julie is best known for helping schools build 
capacity by matching their pedagogical beliefs to best practices.  She holds National 
Board Certification as well as a B.S. in education, a Master’s in language arts and 
reading, K-12 Reading Endorsement, and a pre-K through grade 9 principal license 
from The Ohio State University. In her free time, Julie loves walking, hanging out with 
family and friends, spending time in her garden, and she is a wanna-be beekeeper.


